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The Victorian age 
 
Critics of their time : the Victorian compromise, the progress, the 
Industrial Revolution, the workhouses,   the meaning of respectability. 
 
Charles Dickens 1812-1870 
 
Oliver Twist 
Oliver wants some more 
The enemies of the system 
 
David Copperfield 
Shall I ever forget his lessons? 
Murdstone and Grinsby’s warehouse 
 
Hard times 
Nothing but facts 
Coketown 
 



Themes: the plight of the poors, children and adults, the workhouse, 
realism and enchantment, the industrial towns, the meaning of 
respectability, the Utilitarianism, the Victorian compromise. 
 
The Victorian novel  
 
Emily Brontee   1818-1848 
 
Wuthering Heights 
Catherine’s ghost 
Haunt me then 
 
Themes: the Byronic hero, the Gothic novel, the split between 
respectability and passion, the female protagonist. 
 
The Decadent age 
 
Robert Louis Stevenson    1850-1894 
 
The strange case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 
 
Carew murder case 
 
Themes: Dualism, the idea of Respectability, Transformation, the limit of 
man, anticipation of Freud and Nietzsche, Identity and difference. 
 
Oscar Wilde 1854-1900 
 
The Preface 
The picture of Dorian Gray  
Basil Hallward 
Dorian’s death 
 
The Importance of Being Earnest  
 The interview 
 



Themes: Aesthetical Beauty, art for art’ sake, the Dandy, the immoral 
and decadent anti-hero, Lack of moral purposes, The shallow mask of 
manners, the superficiality of the upper class values, Drama and the 
middleclass, The ulterhuman values. 
 
 
 
The modern age 
 
The age of anxiety. The writers and their new ways of expression:  the 
Interior monologue.  
 
The war poets 
Dulce et decorum est by W.Owen (1893-1918) 
In Flanders fields by John McCrae (1872-1918) 
Break of day in the trenches by I.Rosenberg (1890-1918) 
 
Themes: the world wars, frustration and alienation, inevitable death, the 
waste of men, the role of the intellectuals, a realistic style. 
 
 
James Joyce   1882-1941 
 
Dubliners 
Eveline 
The Dead (She was fast asleep)   
Ulysses  
The funeral 
Molly’s monologue (I said Yes I will) 
 
Themes:Time and Space, the epiphany, the moral paralysis, the anti hero, 
the interior monologue, the linguistic experimentation, the crisis of the 
Individual, literature and psychoanalysis, the anti- novel  
Linati schemata, Dublin as a Microcosm. Paralysis. Violence and death. 
Passivity and apathy, Symbolism,the impersonality of the artist, the 
mythical method. 



 
Virginia Woolf 1882-1941 
 
Mrs Dalloway 
Clarissa and Septimus 
Clarissa's party 
To the Lighthouse 
My dear stand still 
 
Themes : the treatment of time, the Interior monologue, the Bloomsbury 
group, moments of being, gender issues, the window, the psychoanalysis. 
 
 
 
 
George Orwell  1903-1950 
 
Animal farm 
Old Major’s speech 
The execution 
 
1984 
Newspeak 
This was London 
How can you control memory? 
 
Themes: Animal farm, the workers and the working conditions, the social 
committment, the political satire, the dystopia, the negative view into 
the future, the lost cause of the rebellion of the individual. 
 
 
Samuel Beckett   1906-1989 
 
Waiting for Godot  
We’ll come back tomorrow 
Waiting 



 
Themes: the Absurd Drama, the absence of a traditional structure, union 
of form and content, homeless characters, the Existentialism issues, the 
ethernal waiting. 
 
 
Ted Hughes (1930-1998) 
 
Hawk Roosting 
 
Themes: Nature as the mirror of violence, the search for absolute power, 
aggression and fight. 
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